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MEMOIR OF THE KUNNEEANUR DISTRICT
OF COCHIN.

Its Situation, Extent and Boundaries.—Kunneeantr is the most South Eastern
District of Cochin, the extreme irregularity of its Triangular figure will be inferred
from the great length of its Perimeter and comparative minuteness of its contents,
a circumference of 55 Miles comprehending a superfices of only 63$ Square Miles;
but to this extent must be added that of the detached portions of the District
which will augment its area to 803 Square Miles: the District of Cochin bounds it
on the West for 12 Miles, Peerawum, Perrumbaulur and Yeddapully pass for 22
Miles, (the latter 13 Miles of this distance) along its Eastern confines, Vyekkum
for 19 and Sharetulla for two Miles define its limits on the South. The aspect of
this District is of a varied character, the subdivision of Kunnecanir presents a
continued succession of minute chains of steep slopes overgrown for a great part
with a low but thick and often Prickly Jungle, the intermediate Valleys being every
where occupied by Cultivation. The surface of the other Proverties is flat, and
(where not taken up with rice lands) occupied by Plantations of the Cocoanut
(covering nearly one-third of the whole superfices) in which they are enchased,
something more than one-third of the District is devoted to the production of Rice,
and the uplands may be calculated at a similiar proportion ; much of those are under
culture and a still larger share susceptible of it ; from whence it will be concluded,
the capacity of Kunneeaniir is very great in proportion to its extent.

Divisions and their Boundaries.—This District contains five subdivisions includ-
ing its detached one, Kunneeamir, Neendacurray, Nettur, Yernacoullum, Vullara-
pully. Their various extent gives an average area of 16 Square Miles—and the
number of Villages into which they are divided amounts to 99, each of those
Proverties has a superficies of about 512 Acres, 188 Acres of which are under rice
cultivation, the gross number of productive trees would allow a mean of 3,708 to
each (the proportion will be much larger in the Northern subdivisions) and the
number of Inhabitants about 354 to every Village.

"Cusbahs, Droogs, Worts, Market-places and other considerable Places.—Teeree-
puneythoray tho’ not the Principal place in the District may deserve precedence as
. being the residence of the Rajah, indeed its almost only distinguishing character-
istic 1s the Fort aud Palace and Buildings within it, but neither are very remarkable
for strength or elegance; the construction or materials of the Fortification are not
such as are calculated to offer much resistance, indeed it may be considered as
enclosing rather than defending the Edifices within it, of those a very minute
description were as tedious as unnecessary. In speaking of Palaces the ideas of
them must not be drawn from European Models; that here is of a more rustic
order but it is an extensive building and of better Architecture and more comfort-
able than the generality of Native Structures and has probably been raised under the
direction of some European, spacious apartments, Glass Windows, large Doors, are
innovations a Nair would never contemplate ; some parts of this edifice are more
congenial to Native taste and habits. In its immediate vicinity within the Fort is
a Pagoda, a small ‘Bazar, inhabited by Bramins, Nairs, and Konkanies, and a large
Ootperra and Tank; the folly or superstition of the Rajah entertaicing or pam-
pering as many of the former class as either business or convenience may bring
here, and the Numbers such indulgence attracts would appear considerable, as
close to the Fort is seen another such Building for their reception. The Bazar
or Petta of this Place is small and as usual inhabited by Christians, who have a
Church but on a minute scale tho’ belonging to both Sects. Teereepuneythoray is
in the Neendacurra Subdivision, which with the exception of a small Bungalow on
the road near Yourraur and Perrinthora Coil on the Southern Boundary, has no
other place deserving notice.
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MEMOIR OF THE

Kunneeantr is the largest subdivision, the place from whence it derives its
name is like Shotahneecurree only remarkable for a small Palace and Pagoda. A
pnumber of Angaddies or Bazars all of minor use are scattered over the Northern
parts of the subdivision, that of Mulienthuruttu is amongst the most conspicuous
but chiefly worthy of notice for its large Syrian Church similar to that at Curringa-
chayrie belonging to the same Sect, as does that of Velteekaat which less in size is
of equal dimensions with the Romo-Syrian Church of Keereecaad, occupying the top
of a low hill. There are no other places in the Proverty which it is at all necessary
to describe, the various Villages appertaining to it being of the ordinary character,
and the same observation is in a great measure applicable to those composing ;

Nettur, this subdivision lies along the borders of the Lake is rich in culti-
vation, Gardens, and Population, but contains few or no places of note except
perhaps Puneythoray of ancient celebrity, of which however the remembrance is
all that now attaches to it, an old Kotarum being the ouly remnant of its former
preeminence, Nettir from which the Proverty takes its name deserves no mention,
Vyeethalla has a rather conspicuous Pagoda a distinction belonging to no other
although all have small Temples.

Yernacoullum, the chief place of the subdivision of this name, may in some
measure be considered the seat of Government, the Dewan and other Members of
it residing here, but the distinction is not very perceptible in its exterior appearance,
for with the exception of a Kottarum after the usual size and fashion, the
Cutcherry, several Offices of the Public Servants, and a large straggling Village
occupied by this various retinue, it possesses little by which to discriminate it.
In its vicinity are two Churches one at Korruthullay and the other at Unjykymul,
an appellation derived from the recollection of the Five Petty chiefs that at a more
distant period shared amongst them the adjacent Country ; this designation is more
particularly applied to the comparatively large and regular Town or Bazar at this
place ; it is most agreeably and conveniently situated on the edge of the Estuary
and bears the appearance of possessing some share of Trade which would seem to
be chiefly in the hands of the Jews and Konkanies, who constitute a considerable
portion of its wealthier Inhabitants, there are no peculiarities belonging to any of .
the other places in this Proverty that deserve to be enumerated.

Vullarapully highly cultivated and populous, is a beautiful little territory lying
along the Northern bank of the Pereeaar and nearly encompassed by that River,
and one of its streams. This tract is in some measure a private Estate belonging
to the Rajah or rather the eldest Lady of his Family who as a Palace here, it is
within the limits of the Aullungaad District, wrested at no very remote period
from the Cochin Prince, and to the circumstance just mentioned owes probably its
escape from a similar fate; delicacy (where the sacrifice was cheap) may have
respected what injustice would not have spared. The Kotarrum here (surrounded
by a high strong wall nearly half a mile in circumference) is constructed after the
usual Native style, but built with some regularity, and kept in neat order.
Kaunyier has a comparatively large Petta inhabited solely by Christians, in it is a
spacious Church of the ordinary Architecture similar in every way to that of
Shewurrah, which however crowning the top of a low slope that overlooks the
River, is much more conspicuous, in its vicinity is an Ungady or small street of
Christians, the usual, indeed invariable accompaniment of such Edifices. Beyond,
at a very short distance, is a Palace of the Rajah pleasantly situated on the borders
of this stream, It is of European Architecture but possesses no particular merit
and is now falling fast to decay; a large neat Pagoda in its neighbourhood is
preserved with greater care; there is another Temple of some note close to the
Kolaghum or Palace, and various others are scattered over the whole tract, but
their enumeration is unnecessary nor are there any other places within its limits
deserving remark.

Maleatiir a confined insulated spot still higher up the River appertains to the
Cochin State and is dependant upon the foregoing Subdivision. A considerable
portion of this space is very wild, its Population not extending beyond the bank of
the River, on the edge of which is a straggling Petta and a large Church dedicated
to the Romo-Syrian worship ; but the celebrity of this place is derived from a small
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KUNNEEANUR DISTRICT OF COCHIN. 3

Chapel that crowns a neighbouring hill known as Crucemala or Cross hill, that
sacred emblem being fabled to have sprung from the rock on the summit, out of
which it is now seen to issue; its miraculous origin has acquired it a great and
distant fame, and its festival (held at Whitsuutide) attracts immense numbers from
the most remote parts, who crowd here to present their vows and offerings;

ilgrimages to this shrine are frequent, and are supposed to be most efficacious.
The Wild sheep of the neighbouring Forests love to frequent the rocky summit on
which the Chapel lies, and fed by all its visitors, have become comparatively tame,
a circumstance conceived to add to the wonders of the place.

Rivers and Annicuts on them and Canals.—None of the larger Rivers pursue
their course through the tract now under review, the Northern part of it however
is intersected by a number of Channels that in their devious windings separate it
into a variety of Islands but none of those streams are remarkable for breadth or
depth, those south-east of Tirepooneythoray uniting with a small inlet of the Lake
are the largest and continue always navigable; the shallow current of the two
most Eastern branches admit boats only a short distance beyond the above place.
All those channels have low banks and slimy beds, are influenced by the tides
indeed on a level for the greater part with the lake, whose waters they receive
except when they are excluded by embankments, a precaution necessary even with
all the smaller nullahs in this place.

Lakes, Tanks and Reservoirs.—The Estuary forms the boundary between
Sharetulla Vyekkum and Kunneeanir, it will be found generally described in
another place, it is therefore here only necessary to say that its waters are always
salt, its depth considerable, and its low shores bordered to the edge with a rich
vegetation, there are no artificial works for irrigation, water for domestic purposes
is everywhere procured. Nearly seventeen hundred small Reservoirs (independant
of innumerable pools) most of them stone tanks and Wells are enumerated as
furnishing this element.

Mountains, Hills, §c.; Woods, Forests, §c.—There are in this district neither
hills nor Forests, the higher grounds have already been described as composed of
low slopes occasionally steep, the wood that partly overruns them a stunted dense
and often thorny jungle.

Roads, Passes and Defiles.—Several Roads intersect this District, the largest
communication is that leading from the Southward over Tiripooneythoray and which
for the distance it here runs (seven Miles) is good, passing for the whole of the way
over a flat surface, those roads proceeding from the last place to Yernacoullum and
Verrapully are quite of a similar character, meeting no impediment whatever; the
sandy soil along which they go renders their traverse tedious, many of the streams
intersecting the course of those communications are passed by Wooden Bridges, a
great convenience and one that could be more generally desired, the more North
Western parts of the District enjoy the benefit of water communications not
experienced in the more Southern parts, which tho’ crossed by numerous roads is
of comparatively difficult traverse, the ground being uneven and almost all the
communications small, that passing South from Kureecaad over Mulenthurutta
presents the least difficulty.

Agrarams of Bramins, Polliams, Jaghiers.—The Ootperra Establishments that
have been seen so general in Travancore are also common in Cochin, where the
Charity they dispense is likewise confined to Bramins, who however have not here
any Agrarams, there are no Jaghiers or lands held by such a tenure, the various
Cheltry, Maudumbeemars (amounting to three hundred and eighteen) and those
holding Virtee lands, retaining their possessions merely as ordinary Ryots. The
larger portion of the Bramin population consists of Numburies who still hold
considerable property, those of this class from Canara (Tooloonaad) are here
known by the designation of Ikeryatkery dasam. The Sects into which the whole
of this order are separated compose only one-fortieth, or added to those connected
with religious establishments, one-thirtieth of the population.

Remarkable Buildings.—They have already been casually mentioned, nor is a
more detailed account of them necessary, as they present nothing materially differ-
ing from those that have so frequently been the subject of observation, they as
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4 - MEMOIR OF THE

usual cousist entirely of edifices dedicated to purposes of worship, they compen-
sate in number what they want in elegance or magnitude. Of the ample and
affluent list of religious buildings and places (and it comprises upwards of four
thousand and five hundred) a considerable share are Pagodas, but of the ordinary
kind, the value of offerings annually made to those temples (amounting to little
more than a hundred Rupees) would not bespeak a zeal proportionate to their
numbers. There are twelve Churches (three of them belonging to the Syrians) but
having a considerable variety in their dimensions and number of Parishioners, on
the average each will have a congregation of seven hundred and forty-six Souls.

Mines, Minerals and Manufactures.—There are not any Mines or Minerals in
this District, at least none has been found, the Manufactures are of the ordinary
kind so frequently enumerated, chiefly those connected with the Cocoanut planta-
tions, expressing the Oil, extracting the Spirit, &ec. &c., to those may be added the
manufacture of Comanums and-the very coarsest kind of Cloth worn by the lower
classes. Salt is made along the borders of the Lake but in no very large quantities.
Those connected with the ordinary domestic trades and professions compose about
one-eighteenth of the Inhabitants, yet their subsistence, though belonging to this
class, is rather derived from agriculture than the practice of any other avocation,
the gains arising from which being viewed in most cases as only a subsidiary
source.

Cattle, Animals, &c.—The Cattle immediately here differ not it will be con-
cluded materially from those of the.neigbbouring Districts of Travancore, it is
only in the Southern parts of this District that tolerable pasturage is to be found,
at least to any extent, the more Northern share occupied by Topes or Rice lands
possess but little space adapted to it, yet the number of Cattle at least relatively
to the superficies, cannot be considered as scanty, allowing a hundred and thirty-
eight to the Square Mile, although it may be esteemed small in proportion to the
number of Inhabitants, admitting only of one-third of a beast to each person. Cows
and Oxen furnish three, Buffaloes one-fourth of the whole Stock, no other domestic
Animals with the exception of a few Goats being reared.

8uil, Productions and Mode of Husbandry.—The Soil of the Vallies and Uplands
of the Southern parts is not generally to be distinguished from that found in the
adjoining Districts, that of the Rice lands in the Northern portion is a tough clay,
being on the banks of the several streams that intersect them of a dark colour,
often a deep mud having a considerable mixture of sand, an ingredient entering
very largely into the soil of the higher grounds immediately here, forming indeed
the principal part of it, intermingled however with a sufficicncy of earthy particles
to produce in abundance all the ordinary Vegetables ; the Jack and Mangoe thrive
well on the Perrumboo lands, but it is the Cocoanut that the soil is more pecu-
liarly adapted to, it has already been seen that a very large share of the District
is occupied by plantations, about twenty-one thousand three hundred and four-
teen Rupees of Revenue (very nearly two Rupees per Garden) is annually derived
from this source; but rice is the chief production, about nineteen thousand five
hundred and twenty Acres (allowing only about half an Acre to each individual) are
devoted to its culture, which could not be.greatly augmented, the Revenue drawn
from those lands amounts to twenty-six thousand two hundred and ninety Rupees,
or something more than three shillings an Acre, and the land Revenue of the
whole District, including some few trifling contingencies, may be estimated at
forty-seven thousand seven hundred and ninety-two Rupees, which would give five
hundred and ninety seven Rupees per the Square Mile, or upwards of seven-eighths
of a Rupee per Acre, on the whole area, a Revenue almost if not quite equal to
some of the richest Districts in Travancore.

Population, §c.—Kunneeanir has a highly dense Population, the District
having on the average four hundred and fifty-one Souls to the Square Mile, an
intensity that does not admit of being much increased, all the cultivated lands and
it may almost be said all the Cultivable space, being occupied, it is strewn over the
whole extent but infinitely thicker in the more Northern parts which resemble a
continued suburb, the number of houses gives on the average one to every five
persons ; some disparity is observable here as in other Districts in the number of
the Sexes, there being an excess in that of the Females of about one twenty-fourth.
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EUNNEEANUR DISTRICT OF COCHIN. 5

The population is divided into sixty-four Castes or orders. Christians constitute
the most numerous one, composing a fourth of the whole; of the three Sects into
which they are split the Syrians make up but one-fifth, the other two are pretty
equally distributed ; the Nairs amount to one-fifth of the inhabitants, Elavers are
nearly a similar proportion though somewhat smaller, as the Christians, Konkanies
constitute three and Mahomedans two-fortieths of the whole. In the distribution
of the population the various classes are indiscriminately intermingled, the Nairs
however rather predominate in the Kunneeanir subdivision, while the Christians
are most numerous in the Yernacoullum one, where also the few Jews in the
District are to be found. The extent of cultivated lands and Plantations would
allow to each Family of five persons only fifty-nine productive trees of various
kinds and three Acres of rice grounds, a portion of which may yield a second crop,
and to their produce may be added that drawn from the Perrumboo Cultivation,
those lands being subject to the culture of dry grains, but still however the property
of each family would seem exceedingly small, perhaps it would be larger by
abstracting from the amount of Population the temporary part of it residing at
Yernacoullum who are included in its sum total though having their possessions
in other parts. The quantity of Agricultural stock is comparatively scanty, not
allowing quite two head of black Cattle or Buffaloes to each family, a still less
number of implements of husbandry, and not quite one slave, indeed it may be
remarked that here this Class are not numerous constituting only oue-eighth of
the Inhabitants. The Rice lands are held by three thousand and four Khodians
or Ryots, a number that would allow about six and half acres as the possession of
each person, those holding Porrayeddums amount to a larger number, being enu-
merated at six thousand five hundred and seventy-six, amongst whom are divided
ten thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven gardens, the Cocoanut tree, Areka,
Jack, and several species of the Palm (chiefly the Corypha) compose those planta-
tions, Pepper (there are here four thousand eight hundred and forty-seven Vines)
is almost amongst their most valuable productions, but the Revenue derived from
it is not included in that stated as drawn from Porrayeddums.

(Signed) P. E. CONNER, Lieut.,

Assistant Surceyor-General's Department.
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P. E. CONNER, Lieut.,

Assistant Surveyor-General’s Department,

(Signed)
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KUNNEEANUR DISTRICT OF COCHIN.
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12 MEMOIR OF THE COCHIN DISTRICT.

MEMOIR OF THE COCHIN DISTRICT.

Situation, Extent and Boundary.—Cochee commonly called Cochin, a Maratime
District gives name to the Province ; it occupies 26 Miles of Coast, bounded to the
South by the Sharetulla District, on the East by Kunneeanir, on the North East
by Purraur a division of Travancors, .and is surrounded by Water. It contains an
area of 622 Square Miles—17 of which are under wet cultivation, and 21 Square
Miles of water of the grand Estuary formed by the principal Rivers and Back-
waters of Travancore, the remainder occupied by luxuriant groves of the Cocoanut,
by Towns and houses of the inhabitants.

Divisions and Subdivisions.—It is divided into 4 subdivisions, and those again
into 44 portions termed Moories or Villages; the whole one extensive population
about 44,000—giving on an average 700 individuals to the Square Mile ; the land
fertile—yielding Cocoanut and Paddy of Sorts in great abundance.

The Cochee subdivision South of the Capital is exceedingly populous; the
interior parts cultivated, and on the sides to the Coast and East to the Estuary,
overrun with the Cocoanut and houses in compounds closely studded; to the
East is the Island of Vendoorty stretching 2 Miles from North to South, divided
into fields and groves of Cocoanut—and has a Christian population and Church.

Capitals, Markets and Principal Places.—Cochin on the Western Coast of India
situated in the Latitude of 9° 58’ 9" North and Longitude 76° 17’ 41" East from
Greenwich, once a flourishing Sea port Town and the Capital of the Dutch Settle-
ments in India, is now on the decay. Itsonce beautiful fortress is demolished, and
all that remains of its original grandeur are the traces of a mound and broad wet
ditch—the Dutch Town within composed of narrow Streets running North East and
others at right angles to them ; some of the houses spacious with pent tiled roofs,
most with an attic floor and strongly built, are in a state of delapidation—fully a
fourth are unoccupied. A few Dutch families still remain—some in most indigent
circumstances—the body of the population consists of the descendants of the Dutch
and Portugueze, also Native Christians; the Church to the North West is an
immense pile of building without taste and a pent tiled roof ; on the floor are some
tomb stones of the late Governors, &ec. .

Culvatty, a street of houses or Bazars along the water side, 3 furlongs East of
the Flag Staff, extends South East to Muttuncherry—a Street  Mile long, narrow
and filthy ; a few public buildings in it at intervals, and two Latin Churches : to the
South East is the palace of the Rajah of Cochin and a Pagoda enclosed by a Wall—
the palace partaking of the European Architecture; to the South of it is the Jews’
Town, the streets running South } Mile—the upper part occupied by the White the
lower by the Black Jews, each colony having a Synagogue—that belonging to the
White Jews adjoins the Palace—is a small but neat edifice, the floor paved with
China tiles; the houses are commodious and built in the European style. On the
water side at Culvatty, Vessels of large dimensions are built—smaller ones and
Craft along Muttuncherry and to a small distance South of the Jews’ Town.

Cherlaye a town South East 1 Mile of the Flag Staff and West of the Ram-
eshuer Palace is occupied by a large population of the Konkany Caste Merchants,
they have a very extensive Pagoda in the Southern suberbs of their town and
many smaller temples.

Amrawauthe a street of Bazars to the S.S.E. of the Flag Staff, and South of
it and fronting the Sea, are some Country houses in a desireable situation—the
Government house to the South is a spacious building with a pent tiled roof in a
state of decay, in the center of an extensive Cocoanut Garden with a substantial
railing around it, forming a rectangle with a handsome gateway to the North, to
the South of it again are a few Country houses. On the Western skirts of Cherlaye
also, are a few Country houses on an inlet of the Estuary—a low and unwholesome
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MEMOIR OF THE COCMIN DISTRICT. 13

situation. The population on the whole is very extensive, consisting of the
Konkany and the Marakar and Shanar Castes. No Bramins or Nairs reside on
this side of the water, save those in charge of the Palace, and a few individuals in
Office, besides the Dutch, Portugueze and Jews, men of different Countries and
professions temporarily -reside, as Parsees, Arabs and other sea faring people.
The British possessions of Cochin do not exceed 1} Square Miles ; the Police is
under the Superintendant of a Fiscal, and all causes however trivial are referred to
the Collector at Calicut; a circumstance attended with inconvenience to the poor
and peaceable inhabitants, and calls loudly for the aid of some Judicial authority
on the spot to punish Offences and redress grievances.

At Pullatoorty to the S.S.E. 31 Miles, is a Pagoda of some celebrity, and a
reservoir, a Palace to the South of it, and a Christian Church on the edge of the
Estuary ; it has a large population of Nairs and some Bramins and Christians ; to
the West of it near the Coast is Manacherry aud Moondumvaily or Choury—two
modern Latin Churches.

Yeddacochy to the South East 22 Miles of the above, is a large Christian
Church in a commanding situation, on a narrow neck of land stretching North on
the side of the Estuary and confined on the West by extensive cultivation. The
population being Christians.

The most Southern subdivision is Sherria Anundapooram ; it is populous and
the largest portion of the land under wet cultivation. A few Square Miles occupied
by a broad shallow water communicates with the Estuary South of Yeddacochy,
Coomlangoody is the principal Village, and has a Pagoda of celebrity—the Inhabi-
tants being Nairs. To the South West 33 Miles is Murravacaud on the Coast, and
a house in ruins belonging to a late opulent Jew of Cochin, to the South 1} Mile is
Chellana a Pagoda of small Note; the narrow stripe of land from Undarully to
Manacherry along the Coast is planted with Cocoanut, inhabited by Konkanies and
Christians, confined on the East by an extensive cultivation.

The subdivision of Vyepu or Vypeen occupies that narrow tract of land
stretching North of the Bar of Cochin and extends to the ruins of Ayacottah, a
wall dividing it from Munnaput dependent on Purraur, confined on the East by a
branch of the Estuary running North and communicating with that of Codungaloor
(Cranganore) at the Southern extremity is the town of Vyepu inhabited by Konka-
nies and descendants of Portugueze and a few Dutch families; the latter have
houses on the Water side, to the North are some buildings, also a Palace and
Konkany Pagoda—the Latin Church is a neat and elegant building and opposite
to Cochin to the North of it is a street of Bazars called Allieecul North 13 Mile
is Mauleepooram a Christian Church and a Bungalow on the verge of a bay formed
by the Estuary. N.N.W. 21 Miles of it, is the Pagoda of Ycllungunnapullay,
celebrated for an annual festival—to the North of it 11 Mile is Veearrakul a
street East and West with a Church on the West and a small Palace and Pagoda
to the North, the inhabitants are Christians. N.N.W. of it 41 Miles on the road is
Culupulley, a street running East to a Palace, having on the North, a Storehouse
for Salt and a Pagoda; it is a Sea port, and Salt on account of the Circar is here
landed, the inhabitants are Lubbays or Merchants. North of it is Eyeumpully a
Pagoda of some Note, and 2 Miles North of it again is the small Pagoda of Pully-
puram on the West bank of the Estuary. Individuals convicted of heinous crimes
not fully proved, are sent to be sworn before the Idol, and undergo the ordeal by
swimming across the Water which is 450 Yards broad ; if the individual be destroyed
by an Allegator, of which the waters about it swarm, he is considered to have
committed the crime, but if he reaches the opposite bank in safety, he is proclaimed
innocent. There are many small Pagodas scattered over this tract none of import.
ance, the whole is populous—inhabited by Christian fishermen in the vicinity of the
Coast; the central parts by Christians, Konkanies and Lubbays, and to the East,
along the Cultivation on the side of the water, by some Nairs, Shanars, Vaulamars
or Boatmen, under Cocoanut Groves intermixed with various other Trees.

The Muluacaad division consists of 10 low Islands within the Estuary, the
whole under wet cultivation, with small elevated spots on which are the houses of
the Inhabitants; the largest are Muluacaad, Punnumbucaad, Munjunnacaad and

4
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14 MEMOIR OF THE COCHIN DISTRICT.

Kuddamakudee. The British Residency called Ponchakurray by the Natives, also
termed Bolgoty, situated at the South extremity of the Island of Muluacaad, bears
North East 21 Miles from the Cochin flag staff. It is without exception the most
superior building in the Province, and in a delightful situation—tho’ low commands
a most extensive prospect. The Island runs N.N.W. 34 Miles widening from 1 to
5 furlongs to a Chowkey at the point, and South East of it 3 Mile is a small Palace
and pagoda. North of the Residency are a couple of Bungalows going to decay.
W.N.W. 1} Mile of the Residency is the Christian Church on Punnumbucaad with
a population of Christians, Vaulamars, and Nairs: the other Islands are thinly
populated, the Maupolays rear numbers of Ducks on them, for which they find a
ready sale at Cochin, the habitations being under luxuriant Groves of Cocoanut all
over the District. Ramanturitu a small low fertile Island W.S.W. of the Residency,
consisting of about 80 Acres, is a part of the British Possession, and is rented by a
Portugueze, a Manufacturer of Candles; it produces some Cocoanut and Paddy.

Rivers, Dams and Canals.—There are no Rivers that pass thro’ this District,
but it is limited to the East by the grand Estuary formed by the interior rivers and
Backwaters to the South East; the principal arms running S.S.E. and N.N.W. in
breadth from a } to 3 Miles, is extensive, 1ts depth being from 1 to 10 fathoms and
affected by the tides twice in the 24 hours discharging into the Sea West of
Cochin, it forms a peculiar feature of the Country, the borders being low are covered
with luxuriant Groves of the Cocoanut, with towns and houses extending to the
Water side, and at intervals the white fronts of Churches and other buildings are
seen, forming on the whole an extensive and beautiful scenery, An arm of it, South
of Yeddacochy, strikes into the interior, branching off to the West and South the
former into a broad but shallow Lake with extensive cultivation around, communi-
cating by channels with other Waters to the South in Sharetulla—one Canal runs
North and again communicates between Culvatty and Muttumcherry. The Mulua-
caad Subdivision to the North East is a series of flat Islands formed in the Estuary
by various branches or Mouths of the Perriaar, which divides off at Alwaye, and
causes such intricacy that no description could well elucidate the whole satis-
factorily, The Arm stretching to N.N.W. with some Islands, becomes confined as
it proceeds North, meeting the Perriaur North of Munnaput in the District of
Purraur.

Lakes, Tanks and Reservoirs.—Ponds and reservoirs are numerous; a few in
the vicinity of the Pagodas are faced with stone, these are enumerated at no less
than 10,000, the water throughout is brackish and considered unwholesome. It is
therefore brought in boats kept up at the Company’s charge from Alwaye, and
distributed to the European Community at Cochin.

Mountains, Hills and Forest.—The face of the Country is almost a flat surface,
the narrow tract along the Coast may be considered to be the most elevated—
sloping off to the Estuary on the East. A few of the secondary species of Timber
trees grow in common with the productive trees; a low stunted plant thrives on
the borders of the Estuary and Islands and long grass and species of the reed.
Wood is a scarce Article and is conveyed down in boats from the interior. The old
leaves, shell and rind of the Cocoanut is used for fuel.

Agrarams of Bramins, Polliams, Jaghires, &c.—There are no Bramin Agrarams
in this District and but few people of that Caste, most of whom officiate at the
temples. The expeuses of a very few of them being defrayed by the Circar. They
are however numerous—there being no less than 2,109 Religious Buildings of all
descriptions.

Roads, Passes and Defiles.—The only road travelled by troops is almost along
the Coast, enters the District at the Southern extremity at Undarully, runs along
the Coast, from it by a few insignificant places to the Capital 124 Miles ; it then
crosses to Vypeen 3 furlongs—passes thro’ Neearrakull and Culupulley to a ruined
line of fortification, and thence into the Purraur District, in general through habita-
tions and groves of Cocoanut—the Sea about § Mile to the West. Another inland
road enters at Yeddacochy, passes extensive cultivation, then through Pullatoorty
to the Ramashuer palace, where it divides, and proceeds to Muttumcherry North,
and Cherlaye to the West : the roads about Cochin are in a bad state and filthy,
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MEMOIR OF THE COCHIN DISTRICT. 15

save the one from the town to the Government Garden, the only one fit for con-
veyances.

Remarkable Buildings.—The white Churches on the borders, and the Islands of
the Estuary of which there are no less than 12 in the District, the British Resi-
dency and some of the buildings both at Cochin and the Jews’ Town and a few of
the Pagodas above noticed lying in the interior, are of some note, appearing to
much advantage among the ever green luxuriant Cocoanut, enlivening the scenery
of the Estuary about Cochin.

Mines, Minerals and Manufactures.—Mines and Minerals are totally unknown,
and the Manufactures are reduced to small quantities of Jaggery, Arrack, Oil and
Koire; the whole from the Cocoanut. Cloth as well as the other necessaries of
life are imported both by land and Sea.

Cattle and other Animals.—The Cows and Bullocks are in general very dimi-
nutive ; the Cows yield but small quantities of poor Milk, and the Bullocks unfit for
Carriage or agricultural purposes. The Buffaloes thrive well and are in general
yoked to the Plough. Cattle, as Cows and sheep have been introduced into the
Country from Coimbatoor, but never thrive.

8oil and Productions.—The soil of the high land is in general a white loose
sand—the low land a brown and stiff sand intermixed with Clay and mud—both
fertile, Paddy and Cocoanut thrive on it in great plenty and luxuriance, and are
gxe (}l)rincipal productions—save a few Plantations, Vegetables and fruit reared in

ardens.

(Signed) B. S. WARD, Lieut.,
Assistant Surveyor-General's Department,
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MEMOIR OF THE COCHIN DISTRICT.

B. 8. WARD, Lieut.,
Assistant Surveyor-General’s Department.

(Signed)
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20 MEMOIR OF THE KODUNGALOOR

MEMOIR OF THE KODUNGALOOR YEDDAWUGGAY
APPERTAINING TO COCHIN.

Its Situation, Extent and Boundaries.—Kodungaloor is a small state tributary
or dependant on Cochin, held by a similar tenure to that by which Yeddapully is
retained, its Chief exercises but a very limitted authority, in fact is not much more
than Zemindar of the territory of which he is styled Rajah. Of its early History
little is known. It would appear however to have been founded at the period when
Malabar was first split into so many little states. The Kodungaloor Princes are of
the Chettry tribe and trace their origin to the chief of the guard of Shayrun
Permaul, who conferred on him this Territory. The tract composing it (termed
sometimes Kodungaloor Nataghum) lies North, from Cochin North N.W. 18 Miles,
it is bounded on the South by the Pereear for 4§ Miles, on the West (excluding the
narrow spit of sand whose extremity forms the bar) for nearly a similar distance,
by the Sea, on the North an irregular and factitious line of about seven Miles
separates it from the Tallook of Chowkaad and District of Mukundapuram, the
Estuary and the narrow channel running from it marking for 4} Miles the Eastern
precincts, the limits of its oblong figure measure 20 Miles, a circumference compre-
‘hending an area of 183 Square Miles, presenting a level surface for (excepting
Poollooutta) the few little sandy rises observable are scarcely an exception to its
evenness, its superficies exhibits almost one large Cocoanut Garden, tessalated with
the rice lands enclosed in it, they however occupy about 4 of the whole area, about
half that proportion may be abstracted as sandy.

Divisions and their Boundaries.—This space has no internal Subdivisions and
only contains 8 Villages, each having an average area of 2} Square Miles (of which
200 Acres are under Rice cultivation) 980 productive trees, 290 head of Cattle, and
838 Inhabitants.

Cusbahs, Droogs, Forts, Market-places and other considerable Places.—Kodunga-
loor has been a place of considerable celebrity, of which however it now retains
nothing but the remembrance. Lokamaleshwurrum is a Bazar chiefly kept by
Konkanies, close to it is a Kao or temple of Bhagavadi one of the most cele-
brated shrines of this Goddess, in honor of whom or to deprecate her wrath (for she
is the Pandara of those parts) Myriads of house Cocks (this fowl being peculiarly
dedicated to her) are sacrificed at this temple. Its festival takes place in March, and
its ancient celebrity and distant fame attracts multitudes of Devotees during it.
There are 32 Mookaistemars, Elders or Head Men, who have in a great measure the
direction of the affairs of this temple; the building itself has no pretensions to
particular eminence though well built and rather large, that at Maithulla is similar
tho’ altogether of lesser note, in its immediate vicinity are two Palaces the largest
now in ruins the second, inhabited by the Rajah, is of minute size, near this latter
building is a small Bazar inhabited by Lubbays. It has already been mentioned
that Terroowunjeecoullum Pagoda belongs to Mukundapuram and that the Fort of
Kodungaloor appertains to Travancore, and is at present included in the Pully-
puram tract. This fortification is now scarcely to be traced, a part of its foundation
and an old watch tower being its only visible remains, a shallow Dike thrown
across the little promontary whose extremity it occupies defines the extent belong-
ing to Travancore; in the vicinity of the Fort or rather its ruins, are discernable a
number of small Pagodas much in the same delapidated state. This spot tradition
points out as having been the site of Mahadaverputnam, once the residence of
Shayrun Permaul, but no vestage of it is now discernable. Of the other Villages but
a very short mention is necessary, Poolloutta and Narrainamungalum occuapy
Islands formed by narrow channels of the Estuary which is itself here confined
within very contracted limits. At Ullyeecode is a small Muzjeed, the remainder of
the Villages are large but of the ordinary kind and require not to be noticed.
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YEDDAWUGGAY APPERTAINING TO COCHIN. 21

Rivers and Annicuts on them and Canals.—The Pereear as it washes the
Southern limits of Kodungaloor, and the Estuary as it passes along the Eastern
confines, have already been the subject of observation, the latter is here separated
into a number of small Channels which have low banks, a muddy bottom, and but
little depth except immediately in the more central parts ; approaching Kodungaloor
however it increases very rapidly, the soundings on passing that point measuring
upwards of 40 feet, a depth that continues for a very short way, nor can that of
this River from the above place to its Mouth be averaged at more than about } of
those soundings, the bed of the River is here excessively muddy, and its banks
except in the immediate vicinity of Kodungaloor, where they fall in small cliffs, very
low; the difficulty of its entrance has been previously stated, the narrow inlet
running from the River North nearly parallel with the Coast is shallow, there are
a great number of Reservoirs all small, water is easily procurable throughout this
tract, and of as good quality, as is seen in a large well within the Fort.

Mountains, Hills, §c.—There are no hills and the only high ground is the small
ridge, that in a great measure forms the Island of Poolloutta ; except a few Copses
occasionally seen, there is no wood of spontaneous growth.

Roads, Passes and Defiles.—Kodungaloor is intersected by two excellent roads,
though passing over a very sandy surface, the more Western is a portion of the
great Northern one leading to Callicut, the Pereear intersecting its course is
crossed by a Ferry at Vellyeecode—the Eastern communication passes from
Kodungaloor connecting with the other at Papinywuttum, having however pre-
viously separated at Kodungaloor, from whence a branch passes off to Trichoor Vid
Kurroodpuddoonay, interrupted during this distance by two Ferrys, this latter road
is shaded by a fine avenue for some part of its distance.

Agrarams of Bramins, Polliams, Jagheers.—An Ootpurra here is the only
‘particular Establishment for Bramins, whose numbers are smaller than might be
expected, amounting even when united with those connected with Religious Estab-
lishments, only to about A th of the whole, the population comprehends a few
Chettries, there are here however only those belonging to the family of the Rajah.

Remarkable Buildings.—The remarkable buildings are only those of the
religious kind, of which there are nearly 1,000, the principal ones have been
mentioned, nor however large the numbers, there are not any others deserving
note. There is a convenient Bungalow at Kodungaloor.

Mines, Minerals and Manufactures.—There are neither Mines or Minerals; some
little Cloth of the very coarsest kind is made, Salt used to be, but has for some
time been given up, indeed the chief and almost only Manufactures are the various
ones connected with the Cocoanut produce, which are carried on to some extent ;
there are two Annual fairs of importance, occurring at the festivals of the Teeroo-
wunjeecoullum and Bhagavadah Pagodas. Those connected with domestic trades
and professions constitute about }th of the Population.

Cattle, Animals, §c.—Those met here are of the usual kind but differing from
the ordinary proportion, Buffaloes composing th oxen only a 14th, the remainder
being Cows and their young, there is but little pasturage and the condition of
those Cattle is in consequence quite miserable, their number do not allow quite

ard of an Animal to each person, but give on the average about 129 to the Square
Mile.

Soil, Productions and Mode of Husbandry.—Except in the soil of Poolloutta
which is of a red coarse gravelly kind, that of this tract is almost entirely sandy,
having on the higher grounds a comparatively small mixture of earth, it is greater
however on the Rice lands which in the immediate vicinity of the Lake and River
are often a deep mud, the plough is but little used here, most of the work being
performed by the hand hoe. A thriving Coffee Garden here, would indicate the soil
as well adapted fully to mature this useful plant. Dry grains are grown on the
Perrumboo lands, but the Cocoanut for which they are so well fitted is their chief
production, constituting much the larger share of the productive trees of which
about }th may be Areka, there are very few Jack Plantations. 5,716 Rupees are
derived from this source, while 6,274 are yielded by the Rice lands, an amount that
would allow about 8 Shillings the Acre, 1,800 Acres may be considered dedicated

6
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22 MEMOIR OF THE KODUNGALOOR

to the culture of Rice; the whole land Revenue of this tract, including some contin-
gencies reaches to 12,338 or about 658 Rupees the Square Mile, a little more than
1 Rupee the Acre, on the whole area the amount derived from Monopolies is not of
course here included. Kodungaloor pays to Cochin an annual subsidy or tribute
of 24,6000 Fanams or 6,856 Rupees.

Population.—Except in Poolloutta the population is very equally diffused
over the whole surface, and when the capabilities of this tract are considered the
number it supports must be deemed large, giving on the average 356 to the Square
Mile. The inhabitants are divided into 46 Castes, Nairs and Elawurs are nearly
in similar proportion, composing each about }th, Mahomedans of every description
and the various classes of Polayens or Pradial Slaves, bear in like manner each
a similar proportion to the population of which they constitute #th, Konconies
belonging principally to the Town of Kodungaloor form {;th, and Christians only
1+th, a smaller proportion then they bear in almost any other part, although
Kodungaloor is recorded as the place they first appeared in Mallyallum, the extent
of cultivated lands is small in regard to the number of the Inhabitants, allowing a
little more than 1} Acres to a family of 5 persons, altho’ a portion of those lands
only, yield a second crop, and a distribution of the productive trees would only
allow 68 to each. The amount of Agricultural Stock is equally scanty not render-
ing more than two head of Cattle, not half the number of Agricultural Implements,
and two Pradial Slaves to three such Families. There are 813 Farms in which
rice is raised (their average only being about two Acres) and 593 Garden Farma
each having 4 Porayuddums containing a total of about 132 Productive Trees,

(Signed) P. E. CONNER, Captain,

Asst. Surveyor-General’s Department,
on Survey in Travancore and Cochin.
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P. E. CONNER,

Assistant Surveyor-Qeneral’s Department.

(Signed)
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MEMOIR OF THE CODACHAYREE DISTRICT
OF COCHIN.

Its Situation, Eztent and Boundaries.—The District of Kodachayree presents a
most irregular outline, its figure however, if it can be said to bear annalogy to any
particular one, may be called triangular, having the apex on the West ; it is bounded
on the South by Aulungaad (the most Northern District of Travancore) for
twenty-eight Miles, nineteen of which pursue a winding course marking the
frontiers of the two States by artificial rather than Natural limits, indeed a more
factitious one, cannot be well imagined ; the Shalacoodee River forms the line of
division on the Eastern share of this boundary for twenty-three Miles, separating
for the greater part of this distance Kodachayree from the lddiara and Naithoad
Hills (dependant on Travancore) on the South, Puthuncherra belonging to the
above state and Mukkundapuram, the latter for fourteen the former for eight Miles,
pass along the Western precints, while the insulated subdivision of Poodhoocaad
and the District of Trichoowapayroor define a part of the Northern boundary each
for ten Miles, the Tenmalepuram Tallook of South Malabar occupies the Eastern
share of the Northern frontier for twelve Miles, passing over steep hills, on quit-
ting which it follows the course of the Caurapausa Polay for seven Miles, this
stream marking the limit between the tract under review and the District of
 Chittoor. A Peremitre of a hundred and four and half Miles comprehends an
area of three hundred and forty-two and three-quarter Square Miles, an ample
space, whose capacity however bears no proportion to the superficies just men-
tioned, scarcely one-twelfth of which is under Cultivation, of the remaining portion
two-thirds may be considered as consisting of hills and for the greater part over-
run with Forest which appears within later years to have greatly encroached on
the inhabited tracts, along the Eastern Skirts of which marks of previous occu-
pation are every where discernable, there is some extent of Waste Lands and parts
of the District wear a deserted appearance.

Divisions and their Boundaries.—Kodachayree is divided (exclusive of Uddaur
Gramom, whose area is included in that of Khodacoullungcurray of Aulungaad) into
four Proverties, their various areas present a wide difference, the mean of which
would give to each eighty-five and half Square Miles, the average of the two largest
and mountainous ones would be a hundred and forty-one, the more populous
twenty-seven, or regarding only the inhabited tracts, each Proverty will have a
medium area of fifty-six Square Miles, which would allow to the sixty-four villages
comprehended within the limits of the District, each a superficies of one and three-
quarters Square Miles. Of this extent, three hundred and forty Acres are under
culture, the Population of each village amounts to two bundred and fifty-five
Souls, that of its Cattle two hundred and fifteen head.*

Cusbaks, Droogs, Forts, Market-places and other ronsiderable Places.—Koda-
chayree though one of the largest subdivisions, and comprehending within its limits
an immense extent of Territory (not much more than one-twentieth is under culture)
contains only thirteen Villages each of which so resembles the other that it is difficult
to find any features of discrimination. At Codachayree iy seen the remains of a Kotay
or small fortification once the residence of a Kurtaw (his descendants live in the
neighbourhood but have neither property or authority) who in earlier times swayed
the surrounding Country. This is now quite deserted, and Shalacoodee may be con-
sidered the principal place; the Officers of the several District Authorities who
reside here are seen on the bank of the River close to the Kolaghum, there is a
Nelpurray and small Plantation now unnoticed but that appears to have been laid

& The names of the Subdivision, composing this District have inadvertantly been omitted in the above Article they
are viz., Codachayree, Thaulaycaad, Paulathingul and Koruttee.
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26 MEMOIR OF THE CODACHAYREE

out with care; in its vicinity is a small Christian Petta terminated as usual by a
Church, a few fine Villages stretch along both banks of the River (only about
twenty-six miles of the District lie South of the stream) but are not particularly
distinguishable from each other, which may indeed be said of those composing.

Paulathingul, the subdivision like that of the preceding one occupies a wide
space, but the larger share of it deserves the Character of Mountainous, nor is much
more than one-seventeenth of it under Culture, it contains eighteen Villages,
collected for the greater part along the Western boundary, none of them offer any
peculiarities deserving of remark, the more Eastern ones are in part deserted from
the constant inroads of Elephants whose ravagesrender Culture difficult or rather
useless. Thotteypaul, Rhapaul, Purrapoocurray and Nundiakurray strewed along
the bank of a fine stream are the most conspicuous Villages, at the latter is a
Cutcherrie and the one preceeding it is distinguished by a small Church, Verundra-
poolly only deserves notice as being one of the principal Sanjayam (Timber-cutting)
Stations.

The Thaulaycaad Proverty, narrow in its breadth, considerable in its length, but
limited in its area, contains nothing upon which it is at all necessary to dwell,
in the description, of the thirteen Villages belonging to it Maulamoory is the
largest and most conspieuous, it is a straggling tho’ rather large Petta belonging
to Christians but also having a few Jews and Lubbays amongst its inhabitants,
it now wears a deserted appearance but is stated at some period not very remote to
have enjoyed a considerable share of trade (for which it is well situated being on
an excellent and. convenient inland Navigation and in the vicinity of a fine Road)
scarcely a vestage of which now remains: Auwuttathoor is now an ordinary
Village remarkable however for its large Pagoda, it is situated to have been one of
the thirty-two Grams into which this part of Malliallum (that is from Neel Ishwur-
rum to Kunneea Coomary) was in earlier times divided. Thaulaycaad is itself
a place of no sort of importance, being only a few Bazars kept by Christians. At
Kooycaadchayree is a Cutcherry and Tannah neither of which or the place are
of any note.

Koruthee, the most Southern, is one of the most populous and best cultivated
(nearly one-half of it is subject to tillage) of the Subdivisions of this District ; it
contains twenty Villages, of which that from which it derives its designation is
the largest and most remarkable, it consists of a neat and rather large Petta,
inhabited by Christians who have here a spacious Church, at Kelluckkamoory
is seen the ruins of an old Bungalow or Kolaghum belonging to the Rajah;
Moonoothurray is an extensive Village, it has some few Portugueze Inhabitants
living along the banks of the river. Koolloor is conspicuous for its size and the
celebrity of its Pagoda. Koondoor is a large Village, crowning for a long way
the banks of the River, the little Fort in its vicinity, now in ruins, once encircled
the Illum of a Numboory of consequence. Murrathumpuddee is a Tannah and
a few Bazars. The various other Villages presenting nothing particular, their
enumeration may be postponed.

The confined tract of territory nearly insulated in the Koruthee Subdivision
is generally known under the term of Uddaurgram, it has a superficies of ten
Square Miles and contains twelve Villages, this tract appears at a very distant
period to have been conferred at least in part, (for nothing can equal the perplexity
of those kind of tenures) on the Pagoda of Annanuddee which was the property
of or governed by the Purraur Rajah, in right of whom Travancore now holds the
lands belonging to the temple and shares with Cochin the .Revenue of the tract
now the subject of remark, but the latter state must be considered as having
a permanent authority over it; in addition to a portion of its land Revenue it
enjoys that arising from the Tobacco and Salt Monopolies and other minor
sources. Annanuddee is the most remarkable place in this extent, the celebrity
of its Temple attracts a large population of the higher Classes, who are thickly
scattered along the banks of the River on which it is seated; in its vicinity are
a few Bazars, at one of them was once held a Weekly Market, not however now
kept there, close to the Pagoda is a Kolaghum, large but of the ordinary rustic
order, the other places deserve no particular notice being merely Villages of the
usual kind. Kaudhecollum is an insulated one belonging to Uddaurgram.
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The Military frontier of Travancore may be considered as marked by the
fortified lines passing through the Southern part of the Codachayree District,
the space they occupy having been purchased by that state for the purpose of
their erection. Itisnot easy now to say what motives dictated the choice, for an
inspection of their position and the ground in its immediate vicinity will not solve
the difficulty. The lines occupying for the greater part the crests of a series of
slopes comparatively open and not remarkable for either elevation or steepness.
Commencing at Yellunjayree, East of which the Hills (frequently percipitous
always high and woody) are supposed to afford a sufficient defence, they run in an
irregular course, their senuosity arising from the necessity of conforming to the
ground over which they pass, though the wall alike pursues its course over emi-
nence and Valley for the wide extent of twenty-four Miles, terminating at Jacotay,
a name somettmes given to the whole work, to which however the designation
of Vettycutay more properly belongs, independant of its extreme length which
would require an army to defend, the weakness of its profile and inequality of its
construction is such as to offer no barrier that could prevent or scarcely retard
invasion. The Fortification consists of a rather strong embankment and Parapet
of Earth, the whole height not measuring on the average (for the elevation is
not always the same) above fifteen feet at most; the Ditch may generally be
about half that depth, nor does its breadth exceed more than two or three feet at
the utmost beyond that measurement; the berm has considerable breadth and on
it was originally planted an Abbatis or Bamboo hedge, which preserved with care
has flourished with great luxuriance, in some places nearly filling the Ditch, in
others spreading beyond its counterscarp. A fine Avenue, having a broad
and level road between it and the Rampart, follows on the inside the whole
course of those Lines which its lofty exuberance now partly -overshadows; the
Bastion and numerous small works, amounting in all to Forty-two, that are seen at
irregular intervals along this Fortification, differ not in materials from its other
parts, the former generally are little more than mere protuberances of an oblong
form, the latter closed behind (all other parts are open) are occasionally somewhat
more elevated than the Walls, but do not generally possess much more intrinsic
strength; the whole extent does not appear to have been constructed with
equal care, particularly from Krishnacotta (Kodungaloor) Westward, where the
embankment is now with difficulty to be traced, nor does it ever appear to
have had the same.elevation as the more Eastern share, arising perhaps from the
belief that the River afforded some protection. The effects of time are visible on
the works, which appear to have been demolished in a few places and that partially,
during the period of the invasion. They are, particularly towards the Eastward,
covered with Forest of a very large growth, and the mound is then seen consider-
ably rounded off, in the more central space (indeed the symptoms of decay are
perhaps confined to the extremities) they have preserved their Ancient f